
CRANBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES 

     May 14, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
Cranbury Public Library, Meeting Room 3 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT Pursuant 
to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided by the Library Director as follows: On December 11, 2025, a notice for this meeting was 
sent to the Township Clerk and posted on the Library website. On January 5, 2026, a notice for 
this meeting was published in the Home News Tribune and the Legal Ads page of the Cranbury 
Township website. The Township Clerk posts a twice monthly legal ad in the Home News Tribune 
that includes the website link to Cranbury Township’s Legal Ads webpage as mandated by the 
State for the entire calendar year of 2026. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by M. Ferrante. 
2. INTRODUCTIONS OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Michael Ferrante, President – Present   
Andre Mento, Trustee – Present   
Fred Dennehy, Vice President – Present   
Melissa Edwards, Trustee – Present   
Michaele Kehrt, Secretary – Present   
Christoph Kimmich, Trustee – Present 
Christine Tu, Treasurer – Present   
Casserly Shea, School Administrator’s Representative – Report submitted   
Eman El-Badawi, Mayor’s Representative – Present   
Also present:   
Brooke Basista, Director – Present   
Cynthia Mihalenko, Recording Secretary – Present   
Abbey-Gayle Spencer, Recording Secretary – Present   
Patricia Thomsson, Foundation Representative – Present   
Kirstie Venanzi- Present   
3. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Action on minutes from 4/9/26 moved by A. Mento, seconded by F. Dennehy, 
unanimously approved. 
B. Action on bills from month end 4/30/26 moved by A. Mento, seconded by M. Kehrt, 
unanimously approved. 

4. TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer C. Tu presented the report and noted nothing out of the 
ordinary. 
5. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President M. Ferrante thanked the Foundation for their recent event. 
6. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Director B. Basista reported the following: 
- Retirement of a long-term Library Assistant   
- Hiring of a new Library Assistant   
- Committee leadership updates related to Stella initiatives   
- Planned summer repaving of the school parking lot   
- ADA compliance training for website and social media   
- Future attendance at Institute of Museum and Library Sciences conference   
- Staff training initiatives, including AI-related training   
- Continued collaboration with the Senior Center   
7. REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

A. Mayor’s Representative 
- Health and wellness initiatives reported   
- Recognition as an NJ Healthy Town; plaque housed at the Library   



- Community surveys distributed   
- Historic Society event at Millstone Park   

B. School Administrator/Representative 
- End-of-year activities underway   
- Performing arts initiative development   
- Staff and student recognition events   

C. Cranbury Public Library Foundation Representative 
- Launch of giving society (April 2026)   
- Continued fundraising initiatives   

8. TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Personnel: Chair- Michaele Kehrt, Melissa Edwards – No report.   
B. Finance: Chair – Chair-Christine Tu, Andre Mento – No report.   
C. Policy and Planning: Chair-Fred Dennehy, Michaele Kehrt, Christoph Kimmich, Melissa 
Edwards  Moved by A. Mento, seconded by C. Tu, and unanimously approved: 

   1. Notary Public Service Policy (Updated)   
      - Notary services provided free of charge   
      - Voluntary donations suggested   
   2. Meeting Room Use Policy (Updated)   
      - No commercial or for-profit use   
      - No organization may charge a fee except the Library   
      - Nonprofits may raise funds if events remain open to the public   
   3. Community Display Policy (New)   
      - Display space for community materials   
      - No implied Library endorsement   
      - Materials subject to removal at Director discretion   

D. Facilities Committee: Chair - Andre Mento, Michael Ferrante – No report.   
9. OLD BUSINESS- None 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Princeton Public Library Funding   
- Discussed as a case study   
- Service reductions and funding pressures noted   
- Differences from Cranbury structure highlighted   

11. OPEN DISCUSSION PERIOD: No formal action recorded. 
12. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public comments shall be reserved for Cranbury Township residents and limited to three 
minutes per speaker. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by A. Mento, seconded by M. Ferrante.   
Meeting adjourned at 8:01 PM. 
Note: This notice has been posted on the Cranbury Public Library website. The above agenda is as best 
known at the time of posting. 
 


